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TODAY NEWS HIGHLIGHT

Commonwealth Games 2026: 23rd edition to be held in Glasgow
with new format

Locarno Film Festival 2026: American director James Gray
receives 'Pardo alla carriera’ honour

Griha Jyoti Yojana: Karnataka's 200 Units Free Electricity Scheme
and Inclusive Energy Security

Delhi's ‘Parivartan Plan’: A significant initiative towards clean
transport and green mobility

India approves its first dengue vaccine, QDENGA’: A historic step
towards dengue control

India’s first eVTOL (Electric Air Taxi) prototype: A new beginning
for urban air transportation

Andy Burnham becomes the new Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom: Leadership change in British parliamentary democracy

Uniform retirement benefits for retired judges: Supreme Court
directs Centre to formulate uniform policy
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1. Commonwealth Games 2026: 23rd Edition to be Held in _

Glasgow with a New Format

The 23rd Commonwealth Games will be held in Glasgow (Scotland) from
July 23 to August 2, 2026, featuring athletes from 74 nations and
territories competing in 215 gold-medal events across 10 sports. India
has announced a 120-member contingent, with Mirabai Chanu and ‘
Lovlina Borgohain set to serve as the flag-bearers for the Indian team at y o

the opening ceremony. Glasgow stepped in to host the | i i ‘ l I a
|
| ﬂd (RN ‘ i

games—Ileveraging existing sports infrastructure—after the Australian
state of Victoria withdrew due to rising costs. This edition is being
viewed as a new model for the Commonwealth Games, characterized by
lower costs, financial sustainability, and the most inclusive para-sports
program to date.

2. Locarno Film Festival 2026: American Director James Gray to

Receive 'Pardo alla Carriera® Honor

American film director James Gray will be honored with the prestigious
'Pardo alla Carriera' award at the 79th Locarno Film Festival 2026 for his
outstanding contribution to world cinema. This honor will be presented
on August 9, 2026, prior to the screening of his latest film, 'Paper Tiger'.
Established in 1946, the Locarno Film Festival is one of the world's
oldest and most prestigious film festivals held in Switzerland. James
Gray is internationally renowned for his distinctive directorial style and
for films centered on themes of family, identity, immigration, and human
relationships.

3. Gruha Jyothi Scheme: Karnataka's 200-Unit Free Electricity
Scheme and Inclusive Energy Security

The Gruha Jyothi Scheme is a flagship welfare initiative of the Karnataka
government that provides up to 200 units of free electricity per month to
eligible domestic consumers. The scheme aims to alleviate the burden
of electricity bills, ensure equitable access to energy, and provide
financial relief to low- and middle-income families. It applies exclusively
to domestic electricity connections, with benefits available to both
homeowners and tenants subject to specific conditions. Applications
can be submitted via the Seva Sindhu portal or the respective ESCOM
(Electricity Supply Company), and linking the Aadhaar nhumber with the
electricity account is mandatory.

4. Delhi’s ‘Parivartan Scheme’: A Significant Initiative Towards
Clean Transport and Green Mobility DELHI'S

The Delhi government has approved the 'Parivartan Scheme,' aimed at

reducing air pollution by replacing BS-1V and older commercial vehicles PUBLIC TRANSPORT
with BS-VI, CNG, or electric vehicles. This scheme promotes clean and
sustainable transport in alignment with the Delhi Electric Vehicle Policy
2026 and the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP). Under the scheme,
eligible vehicle owners will receive incentives such as waivers on taxes
and registration fees, a 5% interest subsidy, OEM discounts, and fuel
vouchers. This initiative is expected to boost green mobility, reduce
carbon emissions, enhance energy efficiency, and support the electric
vehicle industry.
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5. India Approves First Dengue Vaccine ‘QDENGA’: A Historic ¥ R L
Step Towards Dengue Control P g oA -
The Drug Controller General of India (DCGl) has approved the use of
'QDENGA," the first dengue vaccine, developed by Japan's Takeda
Biopharmaceuticals. It is a live-attenuated vaccine approved for the 4-60
age group; it offers protection against all four serotypes of the dengue
virus and does not require prior screening. Given the absence of specific
antiviral drugs for dengue, this vaccine is considered a significant
milestone for dengue control and public health in India. Pre-qualified by
the WHO and approved in 43 countries, the vaccine has demonstrated d :
efficacy in clinical trials, reducing the risk of dengue infection by engue :
approximately 80% and the risk of hospitalization by over 90%. Vaccine

14

6. India's First eVTOL (Electric Air Taxi) Prototype: A New
Beginning for Urban Air Transport

India has achieved a significant milestone in urban air transport by
developing the country's first eVTOL (Electric Vertical Take-Off and
Landing) aircraft prototype, created by the IIT Madras-backed startup,
The ePlane Company. The company plans to commence commercial
operations by 2028, starting with air ambulance services and
subsequently expanding into air taxi services. eVTOLs are battery-
powered aircraft capable of vertical takeoff—like a helicopter—and 1} .
horizontal flight—like a conventional airplane—thereby helping to — =% o .

. . . - - L e - ;-
reduce traffic congestion, travel time, and carbon emissions. e pm— o —
T — o it}

— Ll

7. Andy Burnham Becomes New Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom: Leadership Change in British Parliamentary
Democracy

On July 20, 2026, Andy Burnham assumed office as the new Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom, having been formally appointed by King
Charles lll. He succeeded Keir Starmer, who had resigned following
political pressure, economic challenges, and a poor performance in local
elections. Under the UK's constitutional monarchy and parliamentary
system, the monarch appoints the leader who commands the confidence
of the House of Commons as Prime Minister. Burnham, formerly the
Mayor of Greater Manchester, identified political stability, economic
reconstruction, and the restoration of public trust as his priorities.

8. Uniform Post-Retirement Benefits for Retired Judges:
Supreme Court Directs Centre to Formulate a Uniform Policy
The Supreme Court has directed the Central Government to constitute a
high-level committee within two weeks to recommend a uniform post-
retirement benefits policy for retired Chief Justices and High Court
judges. The Court observed that disparities in security, housing,
medical, and other facilities across various states are inconsistent with
the principle of constitutional equality. The committee will formulate
uniform guidelines at the national level and submit its report to the
Central Government and the Supreme Court within three months. This
decision is considered a significant step towards upholding Article 14,
judicial independence, and the dignity of judges.

Contact No. - 7891099005, 7891099006




¥ TOPPERSEXAM.COM

1. Who will be India's flag-bearers at the opening ceremony of the 2026
Commonwealth Games?
. . B - Mirabai Chanu and Lovlina

A - Neeraj Chopra and P.V. Sindhu Borgohain
D - Achanta Sharath Kamal and Saina
Nehwal

The 23rd Commonwealth Games will be held in Glasgow, Scotland, from
July 23 to August 2, 2026, featuring athletes from 74 countries and
territories competing in 215 gold medal events across 10 sports. India has
announced a 120-member contingent, and Mirabai Chanu and Lovlina §
Borgohain will serve as the flag-bearers for the Indian team at the opening §
ceremony.

C - Bajrang Punia and Nikhat Zareen

2. Who will be awarded the 'Pardo alla Carriera' honor at the 79th Locarno
Film Festival 2026?

A - Christopher Nolan B - Martin Scorsese

C - James Gray D - Steven Spielberg

American film director James Gray will be honored with the prestigious
'Pardo alla Carriera' award at the 79th Locarno Film Festival 2026 for his
outstanding contribution to world cinema. This honor will be presented at
the Locarno Film Festival in Switzerland on August 9, 2026, prior to the
screening of his film 'Paper Tiger'.

3. The 'Gruha Jyothi Yojana' is a flagship welfare scheme of which state

government? .g’ x
A - Tamil Nadu B - Kerala H Energy |
C - Karnataka D - Telangana L e

Under the Karnataka government's 'Gruha Jyothi Yojana', eligible domestic
consumers are provided with up to 200 units of free electricity per month.
The objective of this scheme is to reduce the burden of electricity bills,
ensure equitable access to energy, and provide financial relief to low- and
middle-income families.

JYOTHI

= Brightening Every Home —
+

4. Under the 'Parivartan Yojana', the adoption of which vehicles will be
encouraged to replace old vehicles?

A - Diesel vehicles only B - Petrol vehicles only
C - BS-VI, CNG, and electric vehicles D - Hybrid vehicles only
The Delhi government has approved the 'Parivartan Yojana', under which air
pollution will be reduced by replacing BS-IV and older commercial vehicles
with BS-VI, CNG, or electric vehicles. Along with promoting clean and
sustainable transport, this scheme will provide eligible vehicle owners with
tax exemptions, a 5% interest subsidy, OEM discounts, and other incentives. ‘f‘.
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5. What is the name of the first approved dengue vaccine in India? —
A - Covaxin B - QDENGA ' '
C - Dengvaxia D - Sputnik-V '.-T
The DCGI has approved the use of 'QDENGA', India's first dengue vaccine, = |
developed by Japan's Takeda Biopharmaceuticals. This vaccine provides L
protection against all four dengue serotypes, holds WHO pre-qualification,
and has been found to be approximately 80% effective in clinical trials. Qdenga

Denque vaccine

N "

6. Which company has developed India's first eVTOL aircraft prototype?

A - Hindustan Aeronautics Limited

(HAL) B - The ePlane Company

C - Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) D - Tata Advanced Systems -k ?_:

The IIT Madras-backed 'The ePlane Company' has developed India's first e | :
eVTOL aircraft prototype, with plans to commence commercial operations

by 2028. This battery-operated aircraft will help reduce traffic congestion “
and carbon emissions while boosting urban air transport, air ambulance, ~N &y

and air taxi services. [ —

7. Who assumed office as the new Prime Minister of the United Kingdom on §
July 20, 2026?

A - Rishi Sunak B - Keir Starmer

C - Andy Burnham D - Boris Johnson

On July 20, 2026, Andy Burnham assumed office as the new Prime Minister
of the United Kingdom, having been formally appointed by King Charles IlI.
He succeeded Keir Starmer and identified political stability, economic
reconstruction, and the restoration of public trust as his government's key
priorities.

8. For what purpose has the Supreme Court directed the constitution of a
high-level committee?

A - For the appointment of new
judges

C - To recommend a uniform
retirement benefits policy for retired
judges

The Supreme Court has directed the Central Government to constitute a
high-level committee to recommend a uniform retirement benefits policy for
retired Chief Justices and High Court judges. This committee will submit its
report within three months to ensure equality in accordance with Article 14,
the independence of the judiciary, and the dignity of judges.
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One Liner

1. Who became the new Prime Minister of the United Kingdom on July 20, 2026? - Andy
Burnham

2. What is the main objective of the Delhi government's 'Parivartan Yojana'? - To
replace BS-1V and older commercial vehicles with BS-VI, CNG, or electric vehicles.

3. Who will be honored with the 'Pardo alla Carriera' award at the 79th Locarno Film
Festival 2026? - James Gray

4. Against how many serotypes of the dengue virus does the QDENGA vaccine provide
protection? - All four serotypes (DENV-1, DENV-2, DENV-3, and DENV-4)

5. Who will be the flag-bearers for the Indian contingent at the opening ceremony of the
23rd Commonwealth Games 2026? - Mirabai Chanu and Lovlina Borgohain

6. Which city will host the 23rd Commonwealth Games in 2026? - Glasgow (Scotland)

7. The Supreme Court has directed the formation of a high-level committee to
formulate what kind of policy for retired judges? - A policy for uniform post-retirement
benefits

8. What is the name of India’'s first approved dengue vaccine? - QDENGA

9. Under Karnataka's 'Gruha Jyothi' scheme, up to how many units of free electricity
are provided to eligible consumers per month? - 200 units

10. Which company has developed India's first eVTOL aircraft prototype? - The ePlane
Company
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