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» 28th meeting of Wildlife Institute of India Society held

» India-Australia Partnership (PACTS)

) Astra Mk1missile

) ISRO approves CE20 cryogenic engine for LVM3-M7

» PM Modi honoured with Indonesia’s highest civilian
honour

» Pink Saheli smart card to be mandatory for free bus
travel in Delhi from August 1

» World Bank approves $890 million for rooftop solar
program

» Tamil Nadu ranks top in India in Higher Education (GER)
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1. 28th Meeting of the Wildlife Institute of India Society Held L
The 28th meeting of the reconstituted Wildlife Institute of India (WII) &
Society was held on July 9, 2026, at the Central Academy for State Forest
Service (CASFOS) in Coimbatore. The meeting was chaired by
Bhupender Yadav, the Union Minister for Environment, Forest and
Climate Change. This was the first meeting of the new Society following
its reconstitution. A scientific roadmap for the next three years was 4
approved during the meeting. Special emphasis was placed on E=
mitigating  human-wildlife = conflict, technology-based  wildlife L3
management, and capacity building. Discussions were held on aligning §
the institute's research and training activities with the goal of 'Viksit §
Bharat @2047' (Developed India @2047). f

2. India-Australia Partnership (PACTS)

India and Australia have given a new direction to their cooperation in
cybersecurity and critical technologies through the 'Partnership for
Australia-India Cyber and Critical Technology' (PACTS). This initiative
builds upon the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and the 2020
cyber cooperation framework. Under this partnership, both nations will
collaborate on Al, semiconductors, space technology, cybersecurity,
Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI), defense research, and secure supply
chains. The partnership aims to promote a secure, inclusive, and rules-
based digital order in the Indo-Pacific region, encourage technological ¥
innovation, and strengthen economic and strategic security.

3. Astra Mk 1 Missile

India and Indonesia sighed a defense agreement for the supply of the
indigenous Astra Mk-1 air-to-air missile during a bilateral summit held in
Jakarta. Developed by DRDO and manufactured by BDL, this is India's
first indigenous Beyond Visual Range Air-to-Air Missile (BVRAAM). It is
capable of engaging aerial targets at ranges of 80—110 km at speeds of
approximately Mach 4.5. This agreement will provide a significant boost
to India's defense exports, self-reliant defense production, and the India-
Indonesia strategic partnership.

4. ISRO Approves CE20 Cryogenic Engine for LVM3-M7

On July 6, 2026, ISRO successfully completed the flight acceptance test
of the CE20 cryogenic engine at the ISRO Propulsion Complex in
Mahendragiri, Tamil Nadu. This engine will be used in the cryogenic
upper stage of the LVM3-M7 mission. A new nozzle protection system
was successfully utilized for the first time during the test. The CE20
engine has already proven its reliability in the Chandrayaan-2,
Chandrayaan-3, and other LVM3 missions. Additionally, it has met the
human-rating standards required for the Gaganyaan human spaceflight
mission, significantly bolstering India's human spaceflight capabilities.
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5. PM Modi Honoured with Indonesia's Highest Civilian Award |
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was honoured with Indonesia's highest
civilian award, the 'Bintang Adipurna’, during his visit to Jakarta.
President Prabowo Subianto conferred this honour in recognition of his
contribution to strengthening the India-Indonesia Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership. Modi became the second Indian Prime Minister,
after Jawaharlal Nehru, to receive this honour. On this occasion, both
nations sighed Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) across several
sectors, including defence, critical minerals, agriculture, maritime |
cooperation, emerging technologies, and education. This visit is |}
considered significant for imparting new momentum to India-Indonesia
bilateral relations and Indo-Pacific cooperation.

6. 'Pink Saheli’' Smart Card Mandatory for Free Bus Travel in
Delhi Starting August 1

The Delhi government has announced that, effective August 1, 2026, free
travel for women and transgender passengers on DTC and cluster buses
will be available exclusively through the 'Pink Saheli' Smart Card. This
card is linked to the 'One Nation, One Card' initiative and the National
Common Mobility Card (NCMC) platform. Pink paper tickets will cease to
be valid after July 31, 2026. The scheme applies to female and
transgender residents of Delhi aged 12 years and above. Its objective is
to promote digital verification, transparency, and inclusive digital
governance in public transport.

7. e
The World Bank has approved an $890 million financing package for the ' }‘ i
'PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana' (PM Solar Home: Free Electricity "-.g"'-
Scheme). This scheme focuses on installing rooftop solar panels on 10 ;
million (1 crore) households across the country. The financing includes f-;
contributions from the IBRD, the Clean Technology Fund, and the
Livable Planet Fund. The project is expected to generate clean energy, =
attract private investment, and create approximately 1.7 million jobs. p=
This initiative will strengthen India's 2070 net-zero goal and its national
commitments to increase non-fossil fuel energy capacity by 2035.

8. Tamil Nadu Tops India in Higher Education (GER)

According to AISHE 2023-24, Tamil Nadu has secured the top spot in the
country for higher education with a Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) of
52.3%. This is significantly higher than the national average of 30%. For
the third consecutive year, the GER for women (53.1%) in the state
surpassed that of men (51.6%). A total of 3.58 million (35.8 lakh) youths in All India Survey o Higher Education
the 18-23 age group enrolled in higher education. This achievement
reflects improved access to higher education, gender inclusion, and o
robust educational infrastructure in Tamil Nadu. % Department of Higher Education

[‘ﬁi Ministry of Education
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1. Where was the 28th meeting of the Wildlife Institute of India (WIl) Society ¥
held?

SOUIETY
MEETING

A - Dehradun B - Bhopal v

C - Coimbatore D - Guwahati s A
The 28th meeting of the Wildlife Institute of India (WIl) Society was held on i\ .° ‘“l rt ‘%’ gy 7
July 9, 2026, at the Central Academy for State Forest Service (CASFOS), \ Nl!” 7 ‘Wf"'“‘"{»
Coimbatore. It was chaired by Bhupender Yadav, the Union Minister for * ” Il i .’]: i

Environment, Forest and Climate Change. This was the first meeting of the
reconstituted society. A scientific roadmap for the next three years was
approved during the meeting.

2. What is the name of the cyber and critical technology cooperation
initiative between India and Australia?

A - AUKUS B - PACTS

C - QUAD Plus D - Indo-Tech

PACTS (Partnership for Australia-India Cyber and Critical Technology) is a
new framework for cyber and critical technology cooperation between India
and Australia. It builds upon the 2020 cyber cooperation agreement and the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. Under this initiative, cooperation will
be enhanced in areas such as Al, semiconductors, space technology,
cybersecurity, Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI), defense research, and
secure supply chains.

3. What type of missile is the Astra Mk-1?

A - Surface-to-Air B - Air-to-Ground

C - Air-to-Air (BVRAAM) D - Cruise Missile

Astra Mk-1 is India's first indigenous Beyond Visual Range Air-to-Air Missile
(BVRAAM). It was developed by DRDO and manufactured by BDL. It can
engage aerial targets at a range of 80—-110 km at a speed of approximately
Mach 4.5. India and Indonesia have sighed a defense agreement for its
supply. This missile enhances the Indian Air Force's long-range air combat
capability and strengthens India's defense exportis. It is a significant
achievement of the 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' (Self-Reliant India) initiative.

4. In which launch vehicle is the CE20 cryogenic engine used? ¥ - J @
A - PSLV B- SSLV b, = n\f i B8
C - GSLV Mk-1i D-LVM3 i K ./\15 o i
CE20 is India's indigenous cryogenic upper-stage engine, used in the LVM3 A 51 -2

launch vehicle. ISRO successfully conducted its flight acceptance test at : =
the ISRO Propulsion Complex in Mahendragiri. This engine will be used in
the LVM3-M7 mission. The CE20 has previously been successful in the
Chandrayaan-2, Chandrayaan-3, and several commercial missions. It has
also met the human-rating standards required for the Gaganyaan mission. It
is a significant example of India's self-reliance in space technology.
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5. 'Bintang Adipurna’ is the highest civilian honor of which country?
A - Malaysia B - Indonesia
C - Singapore D - Vietham .
Bintang Adipurna is the highest civilian honor of Indonesia. Prime Minister :
Narendra Modi was conferred this honor by President Prabowo Subianto in
July 2026. Modi became the second Indian Prime Minister, after Jawaharlal
Nehru, to receive this honor. It was awarded in recognition of his
contribution to strengthening the India-Indonesia Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership. Several agreements were also sighed on this occasion,
covering areas such as defense, agriculture, maritime cooperation, critical
minerals, and emerging technologies.

6. The 'Pink Saheli Smart Card' is a scheme of which state/union territory?

A - Maharashtra B - Delhi

C - Gujarat D - Karnataka

The Pink Saheli Smart Card is a digital public transport scheme of the Delhi
government. Starting August 1, 2026, free travel for women and transgender
passengers on DTC and cluster buses will be available exclusively through
this card. It is linked to the National Common Mobility Card (NCMC)
platform. Its objective is to promote digital verification, transparency, and
inclusive governance. Pink paper tickets will become invalid after July 31,
2026. The scheme applies to female residents and transgender individuals
of Delhi aged 12 years or older.

NCME PINK

7. Which international institution approved $890 million in financing for the
'PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana' (Free Electricity Scheme)?

A - IMF B - ADB

C - World Bank D - AlIB

The World Bank has approved $890 million in financing for the 'PM Surya
Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana'. This package includes contributions from the IBRD,
the Clean Technology Fund, and the Livable Planet Fund. The scheme aims
to install rooftop solar panels on 10 million (1 crore) households across the
country. It is expected to generate approximately 1.7 million jobs and boost
private investment. This initiative will accelerate India's 2070 net-zero goal
and its clean energy transition.

8. According to AISHE 2023-24, which state recorded the highest Gross ;
Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education? 1 OF B 1YY
A - Kerala B - Karnataka \
C - Tamil Nadu D - Maharashtra
According to AISHE 2023-24, Tamil Nadu secured the top position in the
country with a GER of 52.3%. This is significantly higher than the national
average of 30%. For the third consecutive year, the GER for women in the
state remained higher than that for men. 3.58 million (35.8 lakh) youths in the
18-23 age group enrolled in higher education. This achievement reflects
improved access to higher education, gender parity, and robust educational
infrastructure in the state
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One Liner

1. At which ISRO center was the flight acceptance test of the CE20 cryogenic engine
conducted? - ISRO Propulsion Complex (IPRC), Mahendragiri, Tamil Nadu

2. Which highest civilian honor of Indonesia was conferred upon Prime Minister
Narendra Modi? - Bintang Adipurna

3. Which institution approved $890 million in financing for the 'PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli
Yojana' (Free Electricity Scheme)? - World Bank

4. Which card will be mandatory for free bus travel for women and transgender
passengers in Delhi starting August 1, 2026? - Pink Saheli Smart Card

5. What is the name of the cyber and critical technology cooperation initiative between
India and Australia? - PACTS (Partnership for Australia-India Cyber and Critical
Technology)

6. What is the target number of households for installing rooftop solar under the 'PM
Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana'? - 1 crore households

7. Under the defense agreement between India and Indonesia, the supply of which
indigenous missile was agreed upon? - Astra Mk-1

8. Where was the 28th meeting of the Wildlife Institute of India (WIl) Society held? -
Coimbatore (Central Academy for State Forest Service - CASFOS)

9. For which Indian launch vehicle has the CE20 cryogenic engine been developed? -
LVM3

10. According to AISHE 2023-24, which state has the highest Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER) in higher education? - Tamil Nadu
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