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TODAY NEWS HIGHLIGHT

Leadership Change in the Higher Judiciary — New Collegium
Recommendations

Puducherry Police awarded ‘President’s Flag'

No charges to consumers on UPI, amendment to PSS Act brings
new MDR structure

Digital transformation of maritime governance in India with ‘e-
Samudra’

Digital and Cyber Security Modernization of Urban Cooperative
Banks with ‘Bank in a Box’

‘Prakriti Gyan Dham’ — New Centre for Biodiversity and
Environmental Education

International Youth Day 2026 — Youth Power and Sustainable
Development

World Elephant Day — Asian elephant conservation and the
challenge of human-elephant conflict
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1. Leadership Changes in the Higher Judiciary — New
Collegium Recommendations

On August 6, 2026, the Supreme Court Collegium recommended the
appointment of Justice Ravindra V. Ghuge and Justice Mahesh Chandra
Tripathi as Chief Justices of the Calcutta High Court and the Bombay
High Court, respectively. Justice Ghuge is currently the Acting Chief
Justice of the Bombay High Court, while Justice Tripathi is a senior
judge at the Allahabad High Court. Upon approval, Justice Tripathi will
become the 50th Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court. Final
appointments are made following the Collegium's recommendation
through the Central Government's procedure and the President's
notification of appointment.

2. Puducherry Police Honoured with ‘President’s Colour’

On August 9, 2026, Union Home Minister Amit Shah honoured the
Puducherry Police with the prestigious ‘President’s Colour’ in
recognition of their valour, dedication, and distinguished service. The
Puducherry Police played a pivotal role in maintaining law and order, |
ensuring public safety, and managing the situation during the COVID-19
pandemic. Puducherry is a unique Union Territory, with its territories [&
spread across Puducherry, Karaikal, Mahe, and Yanam. This honour '’
recoghizes the police force's outstanding service as well as its ik
contributions to internal security, disaster management, and citizen-
centric policing.

3. No charges for consumers on UPIl; new MDR framework via

PSS Act amendment

The Government of India has clarified that no charges will be levied on
UPI users, particularly for P2P transactions, and that the MDR on UPI is
currently zero. The Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007, serves
as the primary legal framework for India's payment and settlement
systems, encompassing provisions related to digital payments. If MDR is
implemented in the future, it could be restricted to select merchant
transactions and those exceeding a specified threshold. The objective |
behind discussions on MDR is not to make UPI expensive, but to |
develop a sustainable revenue model for cybersecurity, technical
infrastructure, and the digital payment system.

4. Digital Transformation of India's Maritime Administration JAFET#% WELFARE
through ‘e-Samudra’ P e
The ‘e-Samudra’ integrated digital platform has been developed to
modernize India's maritime administration, making maritime services
digital and more efficient. It incorporates features such as single-window D
services, online payments, digital certificates, real-time tracking, and
faceless governance. The platform focuses on simplifying and
enhancing the transparency of services for seafarers, including profile
management, certification, employment, training, and grievance
redressal. e-Samudra fosters the digitization and modernization of the
maritime sector in alignment with India's ‘Maritime India Vision 2030’ and *
‘Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047’.
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5. Modernizing Digital and Cyber Security for Urban
Cooperative Banks via ‘Bank in a Box’

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah launched initiatives
such as ‘Bank in a Box’ and a 24x7 Security Operations Centre (SOC) to

modernize Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs) during the ‘Sahakar Nav- e

Kranti’ event in Mumbai. Under ‘Bank in a Box’, small UCBs will gain

access to facilities like Core Banking, Digital Payments, Cloud services, ®

Al-based fraud prevention, and regulatory compliance tools. The
NUCFDC has been entrusted with the responsibility of providing

technical, financial, and regulatory support to UCBs as their umbrella

organization.

6. ‘Prakriti Gyan Dham’ — A New Center for Biodiversity and
Environmental Education

Union Minister of State for Science and Technology, Dr. Jitendra Singh,
inaugurated ‘Prakriti Gyan Dham’ in Lucknow, a facility developed by
CSIR-NBRI. Functioning as a ‘Live Laboratory, it offers students and
nature enthusiasts an experiential study of biodiversity and ecology. Key
attractions include the ‘PAaVan Path,’ the ‘Indian Heritage Garden,” and
QR-code-based digital environmental education. The ‘Bamboostium’
showcases 43 bamboo species, focusing on the sustainable use of bio-
resources, carbon management, and the promotion of green livelihoods.

7. International Youth Day 2026 — Youth Power and Sustainable
Development

International Youth Day is observed annually on August 12; it was
recognized by the United Nations General Assembly in 1999, and the first
observance took place on August 12, 2000. The theme for 2026 is "From
Clicks to Progress: Youth Digital Pathways for Sustainable
Development,” focusing on the role of youth in digital technology and
sustainable development. For India, the youth constitute the core of the
demographic dividend, necessitating investments in education, skills,
employment, health, and digital opportunities. Young people play a
pivotal role in achieving SDGs 4, 5, 8, 9, and 13, while contributing to
sectors such as Al, FinTech, and digital entrepreneurship.

8. World Elephant Day — Asian Elephant Conservation and the

Challenge of Human-Elephant Conflict

INTERNATIONAL
YOUTH DAY 2026

World Elephant Day is observed annually on August 12 to raise R

awareness about the conservation of Asian and African elephants; the .

first such day was celebrated in 2012. India is home to approximately S 7

60% of the world's wild Asian elephant population, and the elephant

holds the status of 'National Heritage Animal' in the country. 'Project |

Elephant’' was launched in India in 1992 with the aim of conserving "

elephant habitats and corridors and mitigating human-elephant conflict.

Key challenges include habitat fragmentation, human-elephant conflict, |

railway accidents, and poaching; addressing these requires corridor
conservation and community-based conservation efforts.

"No one in the world needs—< ~
an elephant tusk butsan elephant.”
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1. Which High Court's Chief Justice has the Supreme Court Collegium
recommended Justice Ravindra V. Ghuge to be?

A - Bombay High Court B - Calcutta High Court

C - Allahabad High Court D - Madras High Court

On August 6, 2026, the Supreme Court Collegium recommended the
appointment of Justice Ravindra V. Ghuge and Justice Mahesh Chandra
Tripathi as Chief Justices of the Calcutta and Bombay High Courts,
respectively. Upon approval, Justice Tripathi will become the 50th Chief
Justice of the Bombay High Court, while the final appointment will follow the
Central Government's procedure and the President's notification.

2. With which prestigious honor was the Puducherry Police awarded on
August 9, 2026?

A - Police Medal B - President’s Colour

C - Gallantry Award D - President’s Medal

On August 9, 2026, Union Home Minister Amit Shah awarded the President’s

Colour to the Puducherry Police for their gallantry, dedication, and |
distinguished service. The Puducherry Police played a crucial role in |
maintaining law and order, ensuring civil safety, and managing the |

COVID-19 pandemic; this honor recognizes their excellent police
administration and contributions to internal security.

3. According to the Government of India, which UPI transaction will not
attract any charges?

A - International transactions only B - P2P transactions

C - Large merchant transactions only D - Credit card payments only

The Government of India clarified that no charges would be levied on UPI
users or P2P transactions, noting that the Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) on
UPI is currently zero. If MDR is implemented in the future, it may be limited
to select merchant transactions and those exceeding a specified limit, in
order to develop a sustainable revenue model for digital payments.

m Enlllllill glanmm@

4. Which integrated platform has been developed to digitize India's maritime #% i

administration?
A - e-Sagar B - e-Samudra
C - e-Port D - Samudra Shakti

The e-Samudra integrated platform has been developed to digitize India's : )

maritime administration, featuring facilities such as single-window services,
online payments, digital certificates, and real-time tracking. It promotes the
digitization and modernization of the maritime sector under 'Maritime India
Vision 2030' and 'Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047' while simplifying
seafarer-centric services.
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5. Which sector is the ‘Bank in a Box’ initiative associated with?

A - Agricultural banking B - Urban cooperative banking

C - Rural development D - Insurance sector

Amit Shah launched ‘Bank in a Box’ and a 24x7 Security Operations Centre
(SOC) in Mumbai, aimed at providing modern digital banking and
cybersecurity facilities to Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs). NUCFDC has
been designated as the Umbrella Organisation for UCBs; out of
approximately 1,400 UCBs, 650 are members, it has achieved a
capitalization of ¥306 crore, and its headquarters will be shifted from Delhi
to Maharashtra.

6. How many bamboo species are showcased in the ‘Bamboostium’?
A-23 B-33

C-43 D-53

Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurated ‘Prakriti Gyan Dham’ in Lucknow, developed &
by CSIR-NBRI; it will serve as a ‘Live Laboratory’ for the experiential study "A
of biodiversity and ecology. lts key attractions include the PAaVan Path, an
Indian Heritage Garden, QR code-based education, and the ‘Bamboostium’
featuring 43 bamboo species, all focusing on sustainable development and
green livelihoods.

7. What is the theme for International Youth Day 2026?

A - Youth and Climate Action B - Youth for Global Peace
C - From Clicks to Progress: Youth lNTERNATIONAL
Digital Pathways for Sustainable D - Digital Youth for India YOUTH DAY

Development

International Youth Day is observed annually on August 12; the theme for
2026 is “From Clicks to Progress: Youth Digital Pathways for Sustainable
Development,” which focuses on the role of youth in digital technology and
sustainable development. India's youth form the foundation of its
demographic dividend; through education, skills, employment, and digital
opportunities, they can make significant contributions toward achieving
SDGs 4, 5, 8, 9, and 13.

8. Approximately what percentage of the world's wild Asian elephant

el

paos ....._.

population is found in India?

A - 30% B - 40% —WEORLD—
C - 50% D - 60% ELEPHANT DAY
World Elephant Day is observed annually on August 12; India is home to 12 August
approximately 60% of the world's wild Asian elephant population, and the A

elephant holds the status of National Heritage Animal. India's 'Project
Elephant’ was launched in 1992 with the aim of conserving elephant habitats
and corridors and mitigating human-elephant conflict; key challenges

include habitat fragmentation, railway accidents, and poaching. JF i | ﬁ
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One Liner

1. Which scientific institution has developed ‘Prakriti Gyan Dham’ in Lucknow? - CSIR-
National Botanical Research Institute (CSIR-NBRI)

2. Upon the approval of his appointment, Justice Mahesh Chandra Tripathi will be the
Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court at which position (humber)? - 50th Chief
Justice

3. What is the primary legislation regulating payment and settlement systems in India?
- Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007

4. In which year was ‘Project Elephant’ launched for the conservation of elephants in
India? - 1992

5. Which police force was awarded the ‘President’s Colour’ on August 9, 2026? -
Puducherry Police

6. What is the theme of International Youth Day 2026? - “From Clicks to Progress: Youth
Digital Pathways for Sustainable Development”

7. What is the main objective of the ‘Bank in a Box’ initiative? - To provide modern
digital banking and technological facilities to urban cooperative banks

8. Which High Court’s Chief Justice has the Supreme Court Collegium recommended
Justice Ravindra V. Ghuge to be appointed as? - Calcutta High Court

9. Regarding UPI, which type of transaction has the Government of India confirmed will
remain free of charge? - Person-to-Person (P2P) transactions

10. What is the name of the integrated platform launched to digitize India’s maritime
administration? - e-Samudra
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