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TODAY NEWS HIGHLIGHT

Extension of tenure of Cabinet Secretary and Home Secretary by one
)) year: An important decision towards administrative continuity and
governance reforms

Uttar Pradesh Private Business Park Development Scheme, 2025: A new
)) initiative for world-class business parks and service sector-based
industrial development through PPP model

Appointment of Tewolde Gebremariam as the new CEO of Air India:
)) Global competition and a new direction for the Indian civil aviation
sector

Randstad Employer Brand Research (REBR) 2026: Google India‘s Most
)) Attractive Employer, a new picture of changing work culture and
employment trends

)) SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket upper stage hits the Moon: An event significant
for space debris, lunar geology, and future space missions

)) Massachusetts and Boston declare August 15th as ‘India Day: Indian
Diaspora, Cultural Diplomacy, and a New Face for India-US Relations

Centre's proactive response to Chandipura virus (CHPV) outbreak:
)) Deployment of National Joint Outbreak Response Team (NJORT) and
strengthening of public health surveillance

)) Quit India Movement Day (August 8): A decisive mass movement of the
Indian freedom struggle
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1. One-Year Tenure Extension for Cabinet Secretary and Home
Secretary: A Significant Decision for Administrative Continuity
and Governance Reform

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC), chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, has approved a one-year extension of tenure for
Cabinet Secretary Dr. T.V. Somanathan and Union Home Secretary
Govind Mohan. This decision aims to ensure administrative continuity,
effective policy implementation, and stability in critical tasks related to
national security. The ACC is the apex body of the Central Government
responsible for decisions regarding the appointment, transfer, and
service extension of senior officials.

2. Uttar Pradesh Private Business Park Development Scheme, =
2025: A new initiative for world-class business parks and ==
service-sector-led industrial development via the PPP model ;
The Uttar Pradesh Private Business Park Development Scheme, 2025, S5 ===
aims to provide world-class infrastructure to IT, GCC, Al, Fintech, and |
other knowledge-based industries by developing modern 'Plug-and-Play' 28
business parks through the PPP model. Under this scheme, the
government retains land ownership, while private developers handle
development and operations based on the DBFOT model. Developers
will be granted operational rights for 45 years, and the participation of
major global companies as anchor tenants will be ensured.

3. Appointment of Tewolde GebreMariam as Air India's New
CEO: A New Direction for Global Competitiveness and the
Indian Civil Aviation Sector

The Tata Group-owned Air India has appointed Tewolde GebreMariam,
the former CEO of Ethiopian Airlines, as its new Chief Executive Officer,
succeeding Campbell Wilson. GebreMariam is renowned in the global
aviation sector for his expertise in operational efficiency, fleet
modernization, and successfully leading airline transformations. Under
his leadership, Air India aims to expand its global network, enhance
customer service, and establish India as a global aviation hub.

4. Randstad Employer Brand Research (REBR) 2026: Google
Named India's Most Attractive Employer; A New Picture of
Evolving Work Culture and Employment Trends

According to the Randstad Employer Brand Research (REBR) 2026,
Google has emerged as India's most attractive employer, while the Tata
Group and Amazon secured the second and third positions, respectively.
The report indicates that Indian employees now prioritize factors beyond
just salary—such as work-life balance, career growth, an inclusive work
culture, and employee well-being. Notably, 46% of surveyed employees
expressed a desire to switch jobs within the next six months, reflecting
shifting employment trends.
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5. SpaceX Falcon-9 Rocket Upper Stage Collides with the Moon:
A Significant Event for Space Debris, Lunar Geology, and
Future Space Missions

On August 5, 2026, the upper stage of a SpaceX Falcon-9
rocket—weighing approximately 4 tons—was projected to collide with
the Moon near the Einstein Crater; official confirmation is still pending.
This unplanned event occurred due to changes in the rocket's orbit
caused by the gravitational influence of Earth and the Moon, as well as |
solar radiation. Scientists intend to use this event to conduct critical
studies regarding the lunar surface, the resulting new crater, impact
physics, and future lunar missions.

6. Massachusetts and Boston Declare August 15 as ‘India Day’:
A New Recognition for the Indian Diaspora, Cultural Diplomacy,
and India-US Relations

The US state of Massachusetts and the city of Boston have officially
declared August 15 as "India Day," honoring India's 79th Independence
Day and the contributions of the Indian-American community. This
initiative will further strengthen India-US strategic, economic,
educational, and cultural ties, as well as people-to-people connectivity. |
The declaration highlights the significant role played by the Indian
diaspora in science, education, medicine, entrepreneurship, and public
life, while also underscoring India's soft power.

7. Centre's Proactive Action on Chandipura Virus (CHPV)
Outbreak: Deployment of National Joint Outbreak Response |
Team (NJORT) and Strengthening of Public Health Surveillance %8
The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has deployed a
National Joint Outbreak Response Team (NJORT)—comprising experts
from NCDC, ICMR, and DAHD—to Gujarat and Rajasthan to tackle the
Chandipura virus (CHPV) outbreak. CHPV is an RNA virus transmitted F
primarily by sandflies; it can cause Acute Febrile lliness (AFI) and Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome (AES), particularly in children. Several national =
institutes—including NIV, NIE, ICMR-NIVCR, and NIVEDI—are j
conducting collaborative research to study the virus's transmission,
genetic structure, and effective control measures.

8. Quit India Movement Day (August 8): A Decisive Mass
Movement in the Indian Freedom Struggle

Quit India Movement Day is observed annually on August 8, as it was on
this day in 1942 that the 'Quit India' resolution was passed at the
Gowalia Tank Maidan (now August Kranti Maidan) in Mumbai. Following
Mahatma Gandhi's call of "Do or Die,"” a nationwide mass movement
began on August 9, 1942, aimed at achieving complete independence
from British rule. The failure of the Cripps Mission and the
circumstances of the Second World War gave momentum to this
movement, which saw widespread participation from students, farmers,
laborers, and women.
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1. By how many years has the tenure of Union Home Secretary Govind
Mohan been extended?

A - 6 months B -1 year

C -2years D - 3 years

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC), headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, has approved a one-year extension to the tenures
of Cabinet Secretary Dr. T.V. Somanathan and Union Home Secretary
Govind Mohan. This decision was taken with the aim of ensuring
administrative continuity, national security, and effective governance.

2. On which model is the Uttar Pradesh Private Business Park Development L&
Scheme, 2025 primarily based?

A - EPC model B - BOT model
C - PPP and DBFOT models D - HAM model :
The objective of the Uttar Pradesh Private Business Park Development E,M_,” _

Scheme, 2025 is to provide world-class infrastructure to IT, GCC, Al, sy
Fintech, and other knowledge-based industries by developing modern ==
'Plug-and-Play' business parks through PPP and DBFOT models. This
scheme is a significant initiative towards attracting investment, creating
employment, boosting the digital economy, and developing Uttar Pradesh
into a service- and innovation-led industrial hub.

3. Who has been appointed as the new Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Air
India?

A - Campbell Wilson B - Tewolde Gebremariam

C - N. Chandrasekaran D - Salil Parekh

The Tata Group has appointed Tewolde Gebremariam, the former CEO of
Ethiopian Airlines, as the new Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Air India. His
leadership will provide fresh momentum to Air India's global expansion,
operational efficiency, customer service improvements, and the strategy to
transform India into a global aviation hub.

4. Which company has emerged as India's most attractive employer
(Employer Brand) according to REBR 2026?

A - Tata Group B - Amazon

C - Google D - Infosys

According to the Randstad Employer Brand Research (REBR) 2026, Google [}
has emerged as India's most attractive employer, while Tata Group and
Amazon secured the second and third positions, respectively. The report
highlights that Indian employees now place greater importance on work-life
balance, career growth, an inclusive work culture, and employee well-being,
alongside salary.
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5. The upper stage of which rocket is projected to collide with the Moon?

A -PSLV B-GSLV Mk Il

C - Falcon-9 D - Ariane-6

The upper stage of SpaceX's Falcon-9 rocket is projected to collide near the
Moon's Einstein Crater on August 5, 2026, offering an opportunity to study
lunar geology and impact physics. This event has also highlighted the

importance of space debris, the Kessler Syndrome, and the safe disposal of

post-mission spacecraft.

6. Which US state has officially declared August 15 as "India Day"?

A - California B - Texas

C - Massachusetts D - Florida

The US state of Massachusetts and the city of Boston have officially
declared August 15 as "India Day" to honor India's 79th Independence Day
and the contributions of the Indian-American community. This initiative is
considered significant for further strengthening India-US relations, the role
of the Indian diaspora, and India's soft power on the global stage.

7. Which national team has been deployed to tackle the Chandipura virus
(CHPV) outbreak?

A - NDRF B - NDMA
C - NJORT D - NSG

The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has deployed the National
Joint Outbreak Response Team (NJORT) to Gujarat and Rajasthan to tackle
the Chandipura virus (CHPV) outbreak. Several institutions, including the
NCDC, ICMR, NIV, and NIE, are conducting joint research to control the
virus, and active surveillance, laboratory testing, and vector control
measures have been intensified under the IDSP.

k-

8. Where was the Quit India Resolution passed in 1942?

A - Red Fort, Delhi B - Sabarmati Ashram, Ahmedabad

C - Gowalia Tank Maidan, Mumbai D - Anand Bhawan, Prayagraj

'Quit India Movement Day’' is observed annually on August 8th because the
Quit India Resolution was passed on this day in 1942 at the Gowalia Tank
Maidan (now known as August Kranti Maidan) in Mumbai. Launched
following Mahatma Gandhi's call of "Do or Die,” this movement became a
decisive mass movement in the Indian struggle for independence and
paved the way for the end of British rule.
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One Liner

1. According to the Randstad Employer Brand Research (REBR) 2026, which company
has emerged as India's most attractive employer (Employer Brand)? - Google

2. On which model is the Uttar Pradesh Private Business Park Development Scheme,
2025 based? - DBFOT (Design-Build-Finance-Operate-Transfer) / PPP model

3. Through which vector does the Chandipura virus (CHPV) primarily spread? - Sand
Fly

4. In which year was the Quit India Resolution passed? - 1942

5. Who has been appointed as the new Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Air India? -
Tewolde GebreMariam

6. Which US state has officially declared August 15 as "India Day"? - Massachusetts

7. Which national team has the Central Government sent to Gujarat and Rajasthan to
tackle the Chandipura virus outbreak? - National Joint Outbreak Response Team
(NJORT)

8. Until when has the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) extended the
tenure of Cabinet Secretary Dr. T.V. Somanathan? - August 30, 2027

9. With which celestial body is the upper stage of SpaceX's Falcon-9 rocket expected to
collide? - The Moon

10. Which famous slogan did Mahatma Gandhi give during the Quit India Movement? -
"Do or Die"
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